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THE RESULTS ARE IN 
2006 TOP CATS EXECUTIVE BOARD 

By Sandra Vernon, Past President, Nominating Committee 

Congratulations! Thank you to each and 
every candidate that stepped up in this 
year's election. Your passion for motorcy-
cling and for Top Cats will take us into an 
exciting new year full of great rides, fun 
events and camaraderie with our fellow 
riders. Good Luck to you all. 

Proposed Top Cats Track Day 
By Brian Wink 

Ever wonder what it would be like to 	on the track and then we can run on the 
work on your cornering skills, braking 

	track from about 5:05pm until about 
skills and just all around handling skills in 

	8:30pm. 
a controlled environment? Well, if you 
really want to get familiar with your bike, 
the best way to do that is to repeat, re-
peat, repeat each skill in a safe environ-
ment. Race tracks 
are among the saf-
est environment that 
you can hone your 
skills. Race Track? 
On a Cruiser?!! 

Yep! Put your BMW, 
Harley, GoldWing, or 
custom on the 
Track. TopCats has 
coordinated a spe-
cial event June 17- 
18th (Father's Day weekend) to give you 
access to Autobahn Country Club track. 
You'll get an excellent seminar introduc-
ing you to the track environment at 
3:30pm for about an hour. Prep to go out 

We'll rotate on and off the track in half hour 
sessions. As you come off the track for a 
break, get some more coaching from Con-

trol Riders who were out 
there watching you ride. 
Don't want coaching? No 
problem. 

Of we generate enough 
interest for this event, 
Autobahn will make this 
an exclusive TopCats 
event, and it will be the 
first event of this kind 
that they have ever 

hosted . 

Additional things that we can do if there is 
interest, is to open this up to make a "Bike 

Continued on page 5 > > > 
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Editors Corner 
By Mark B. Heller 

I offered to do the January 06 issue if 
the newly elected President so wished 
to allow him time to get his committee 
cabinet in place...he took me up on it. 

Since this will be received by most 
members around Christmas time, I de-
cided to add to your holiday joy. 

   

Twas another night before work 

And all thru my house 

Everyone was sleeping 

Except this big, fat mouse. 

I sit typing and printing 

And clicking and squinting 

And when I'm done my fingers are ailing 

And then I run out to do the freakin mailing 

How did I get picked 

To do all this work 

I guess they couldn't find 

Some other willing jerk 

The President felt sorry for me 

Cause I lost the Treasury election 

He used that as the basis 

For my dubious selection 

Now I don't drink 

But I'm willing to learn 

Before the next Editor 

Begins his new term 

Top Cat's Web Site: topcats.org 	 Continued > 
Top Cat's Hotline: 847-622-3501 
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President's Corner 
Although I hinted 
strongly in my last 
month's column 
"that if I had one 
more year  
a roar of support 
did not arise from 
the membership 
for my reelection 
to a third term. It 

will not be necessary to change the 
Bylaws of the Club, and on December 
31, 2005 I will become Past President 
of Top Cats Illinois. 

At the January 3rd Top Cat General 
Meeting the new officers and directors 
will officially take over the management 
of the Club. I have worked with most 
of these members and they are the 
best. The membership can look for-
ward to a great 2006 riding year under 
their direction. 

So if you want this job 

Just let me know 
I'm more than willing 
To pack up and blow 

It takes lots of hours 
And the pay is not great 

I don't mind the job 
It's the work that I hate 

But onward I march 
Completion's the goal 

I'm nearing the end 

But it's taken it's toll 

Many of these newly elected officials 
held responsibilities on the various 
committees of Top Cats. These po-
sitions are now open and need to be 
filled. There is a complete descrip-
tion of what these jobs entail avail-
able. Wherever it is possible, the 
activity will have a sharing of the 
work load. Figure out how much 
time you can commit to your Club 
and a slot will be found to utilize your 
talents. Contact your new president, 
Chuck Prettyman. 

At the last meeting, member Brian 
Wink presented an unique opportu-
nity to the membership. Through 
an organization he races with, it will 
be possible for 25 Top Cats to par-
ticipate in a track day program de-
signed for cruisers and touring 
bikes. The offering is on a first to 
sign up and pay basis. The descrip- 

I come home from my job 

And I sit down and work 

I'm goin insane 
I'm goin bezerk 

I've got no time 

To do what I choose 

I just sit and edit 
I'm hitting the booze 

No time to sit down 

No time to relax 

No time for the John 
Just pass the freakin ExLax! 

tion of this event can be found in this 
months ROAR. 

In closing, I would like to thank the 
Nominating Committee made up of 
the Past Presidents of Top Cats for 
running this years elections. 

In a few months the snow and cold 
will be a thing of the past. Let's get 
ready to  

Saddle up, 
Jim Heniff 

President Top Cats - Illinois 

End 
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By John Lunde 

What to Pack? 

Planning an overnight trip or going 
cross-country on a motorcycle pre-
sents challenges both in the limited 
space provided and what is potentially 
needed. Riding solo or with a co-rider, 
we all tend to over pack and attempt to 
address every possible contingency 
within our saddlebags. 

A few suggestions: 

Short Trips 

Something's that should always be 
carried are basic roadside tools, rain 
gear, first-aid kit, flashlight, night 
glasses, gloves, emergency contact 
information, a map, spare fuses and 
tire inflator (personal items like spare 
daylight glasses and sun block are also 
desirable). Bad weather and minor 
breakdowns are the typical disruptions 

to a ride. With some planning and 
careful packing, you should be better 
prepared for what Mother Nature or 
road hazards decide to throw your 
way. 

Longer Trips 

CLOTHING - Space is limited, so 
how do you decide what to bring and 
what to leave home? A suggestion is 
to layout your clothing in advance of 
your trip; revisit the clothing often to 
see what you truly need. Put more 
emphasis on riding attire and multi-
purpose items. Consider shipping 
items to your destination (shipping 
dirty items back home) via Fed Ex, 
UPS or the US Mail. Most hotels can 
help facilitate this for you. Consider 
spending a few hours during your trip 
to use the laundry. 

PACKING — The stated weight ca-
pacities on your saddlebags, tour 

pacs and luggage racks are not sug-
gestions! Weight in excess of stated 
capacities can affect performance of 
your motorcycle. Tour pacs and lug-
gage racks are outside of the weight 
triangle (center of front wheel to cen-
ter of rear wheel, riders head creates 
the top of the triangle) and anything 
placed outside of that triangle will 
have an effect on handling, accelera-
tion and braking. Heavy items should 
be placed low and frequently needed 
item (i.e. rain suit, gloves, glasses, 
medications, and contact informa-
tion) near the top. 

To provide a list of what exactly to 
bring is impossible. Weather condi-
tions and time away from home will 
dictate a majority of what is needed. 
Remember that clothing and toilet-
ries can be purchased along the way 
but tools and safety equipment 
should always have first pri- 
ority on your bike. 	 End 

Empty Nest Syndrome By Dan Strickler 

The kids are gone to college and I had 
been warned about the depression that 
may set in with empty nest syndrome. 
Personally, I don't see it. That damn 
mini van is in the junkyard. The nights 
are no longer filled with panic over the 
macaroni sculp- 
ture that won't 
stick to the poster 
board. I am no 
longer an embar-
rassment to my 
children since my 
role has changed 
to that of a bank. I 
don't even have to 
move bicycles to 
get my Harley in 
the garage any-
more. Unfortu-
nately, my wife, 
Peggy, has not 
dodged the bullet 
entirely. 

Peggy received a 

sewing machine from my mother as 
a Christmas gift shortly after we were 
married. Her comment on the way 
home was, "What the heck am I go-
ing to do with that. I don't know how 
to sew!" Over the years she figured 

out how to use it though 
and cute little clothing 
items went into production 
at our house. Halloween 
was a particularly 
exciting opportunity 
for her. Our kids had 
the best costumes 
that put the store 
bought costumes to 
shame. Now that the 
kids are gone, Peggy 
has been feeling 
some loss in relation 
to outlets for her 
creative sewing pro-
jects. 
Enter the dogs. 
They are majestic 
beasts with a long 

and rich history of service to man in 
the role of hunter, protector and com-
panion. Peggy has turned them into 
a couple of barking Barbie dolls 
since the kids have left. Halloween 
has again turned into Peggy's most 
exciting time of year. 

Note the look of humiliation on the 
larger of the two. 

End 
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General Meeting Minutes 
December 6, 2005 

President Jim Heniff called the meet-
ing to order at 7:32 pm with some 
welcoming comments, and asked for 
any guests in attendance to intro-
duce themselves. We didn't have 
any guests in attendance. 

Sandy Vernon (Past President and 
Election Slating Committee) initiated 
the voting process. 

Balloting instructions were reiterated, 
and the voting process was con-
ducted. After the voting, all ballots 
were collected. The general meeting 
was conducted while the votes were 
tallied. 

Treasurer Carl Marcyan reported on 
our financials. 

Lynn Adams (Membership Commit-
tee) reported Gerry Blum was ap-
proved as a Regular Member. 

Jim informed the club of NISRA's 
10 th  Annual Holiday Fashion Show. 

Windy Krepel (Safety Committee) 
introduced Taz, who provided some 
tips on being a tail gunner. One 
important tip to remember is if you 
happen to be the last rider in the lead 
pack of a group that gets split. If 
the group happens to make a turn, 
please be sure you wait behind for 

the trailing group to catch up, so they 
know where to go. 

Ric Case (Safety Committee) thanked 
all of those who attended, and pre-
sented at the most recent GRASS 
class. Ric also mentioned that 2006 
MSF class schedules usually begin 
showing up on the websites in the mid-
dle of February. If you're interested in 
a 2006 class, you may want to check 
beginning around that time. If you're 
interested in classes administered thru 
NIU (i.e. College of Lake County, Great 
Lakes Naval, McHenry, etc), you can 
check at www.outreach.niu.edu/ 
mcycle/default.shtml. If you're inter-
ested in courses administered thru the 
University of Illinois (i.e. Harper Col-
lege, Allstate Insurance in Northbrook, 
Elston Avenue Sec of State office, etc), 
you can check at www.mrc.uiuc.edu/.  

Keith Zawila (MSF Coordinator) intro-
duced Larry Scalzitti for a safety tip. 
Larry spoke about adverse weather 
riding, including the importance of 
dressing in layers, checking out road 
conditions, and remembering condi-
tions can change very rapidly. Larry 
also invited interested parties to join 
him in the annual Corky Reed Stage-
coach 500. This event will be held in 
Stockton, Alabama on the afternoon of 
December 30. Anyone interested in 
one last 2005 ride can contact Larry. 
Additional information about the Stage-
coach 500 can be viewed at 

www.ldrphotos.com/stagecoach  

Brian Wink presented information 
regarding a possible 'track day' event 
for cruisers at the Joliet race track. If 
there is enough interest, we might be 
able to reserve a date and time for 
us to get our cruisers out on the 
track. 

Sandy Vernon returned to announce 
the results of the election 	they 
are: 

Directors: 

Lynn Adams 
Windy Krepel 
Tom Malia 

Officers: 
Carl Marcyan (Treasurer) 
Keith Zawila (Secretary) 
Gary Brandt (VP) 
Chuck Prettyman (President). 

Congratulations were given to these 
folks, along with thanks to everyone 
who ran for 

office. 

Finally, we had our 50/50 raffle. The 
meeting was then adjourned. 

End 

Proposed Track Day Continued... 
Show" for all of the track riders, and 
non-track riders as well. So, it could 
be a fun event, just south of here in 
Joliet. 

I have personally ridden both tracks 
at Autobahn at speed, and can tell 
you first hand, that this will be a very 
enjoyable and educational event. 

Target pricing is about $125 for the 
3:30pm — 8:30pm event. We can 

stay longer for the Bike Show if we 
choose to do that as well. 

If you are interested, please email 
me at brianwink@mac.com  
This event would be hosted by Auto-
bahn Country Club and you can find 
more information about them at 

http://www.autobahncountryclub.net  

The event coordinator is 	End 

SportBike Track Time and their info 
can be found at sportbiketrack-
time.com  

For additional access to track time on 
sportbikes, you may want to check out 
http://www.nesba.com/info/intro.aspx  

NOTE: 

This is a PROPOSED EVENT only. 
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Cold Weather 
Riding 

By Larry Scalzitti 

Introduction - Cold is a relative 
term. If the temperature jumped to 50 
degrees tomorrow we would set 
aside our jackets and walk around 
outside in shirt sleeves. Reverse that 
situation. How would you respond to 
a 50 degree day in July? Same tem-
perature, same person, but different 
reactions, it's all relative. 

Each of us will react differently to a 
drop in temperature regardless of the 
situations and each of us will draw 
the line for when we won't ride. I've 
learned that if you have the proper 
gear and avoid the slick spots, riding 
in cold weather can be just as com-
fortable and fun as riding on warm 
days. Well, okay you naysayers, al-
most as comfy! 

Speaking of limits, even I have limits 
when it comes to riding. For me, here 
are the boundaries I put on my winter 
riding. Your own boundaries may be 
more or less restrictive than mine. 

Air temperature needs above 20 
degrees. No snow or ice coating the 
road. I must confess that I'm thinking 
about taking an older set of knobbies 
and putting sheet metal screws in 
them for some strictly off road snow 
riding. Crazy, yeah, but it should be a 
blast. Limit riding to the daylight 
hours. I will occasionally bend this 
rule and ride at night on well traveled 
roads that I'm familiar with. Take 
breaks more frequently than normal. 
On longer winter rides I'm better able 
to maintain my core temperature. 

Preparing your ride — Here's a list 
of things to check and do before you 
take the bike out for the winter. For a 
year round rider, this amounts to little 
more than normal maintenance. 

Check over the motorcycle for any me-
chanical problems. Change the engine 
oil and oil filter. Make sure you have 
plenty of tread on your tires. You will 
need all the traction that you can get. 

Add an accessory socket. It will allow 
you to plug in electric clothing. If you 
don't already have a windscreen on 
your bike, get one installed. Endeavor 
to keep the tank full. Less empty space 
decreases the chance for condensa-
tion to form in your tank. Keep a Bat-
tery Tender or similar trickle-charger 
around. In the serious cold, I'll charge 
each of my bikes overnight once a 
week. Nothing's worse than losing a 
good riding day to a dead battery. 

Clean and wax the bike before the 
weather turns real cold. Clean it when-
ever you can after that. If possible, 
keep the bike in a warm garage. If not, 
keep the bike covered. 

Preparing yourself - This time of year, 
many magazines have terrific articles 
about cold weather riding. Take the 
time to read them and you'll probably 
pick up something that you can use. I'd 
recommend looking at the American 
Motorcyclist Association's 
(www.amadirectlink.com ) the Motorcy-
cle Consumer News (mcnews.com ) 
monthly magazine. Both have recently 
run excellent articles on this topic. The 
internet is another great source of in-
formation. Just do a web search for 
cold weather riding and thousands of 
articles will appear. 

Remember the first thing that you need 
for winter riding is attitude — You've got 
to want to ride to make this fun! If all 
you want to do is moan and groan 
about the weather — stay home. 

The greatest danger of riding in the 
cold is what it does to your body. If 
you're not dressed properly, your body 
temperature will eventually drop. This 
drop in core temperature will result in 
slower reaction times, decreased man-
ual dexterity, and an inability to con- 

centrate. Be on guard for these signs 
of hypothermia. I've had this happen 
to me, even in the summer — windy, 
cloudy sky and dressed for much 
warmer weather. 

When your ability to be sharp and 
respond quickly is affected, you 
should get off the bike. This be-
comes problematic because you may 
not realize that you've become hypo-
thermic. Hypothermia is defined as a 
drop in core temperature of just 2 
degrees Celsius. That small drop 
will prevent your body from working 
in a normal manner. If you start to 
shiver you're already there. Your 
body is trying to generate heat by 
muscular friction and that's just not 
very efficient. 

Clothing basics — The right choices 
in clothing will be the difference be-
tween a comfortable ride and one 
that leaves you wondering why 
you're out riding in the cold. Let's 
break down clothing into three lay-
ers. Each layer has a specific func-
tion and understanding how these 
layers work will allow you to extend 
your riding season. 

No matter the temperature, you 
should always be aware of these 
layers because being properly 
dressed also applies for hot weather 
and rainy weather riding. Moisture 
management might be a better title 
for this section than clothing since 
that's what clothing is really about. 

The wicking layer — wicks away 
moisture from the body so it can 
evaporate and won't rob your body of 
heat. It should be either a synthetic 
material or silk. Never put cotton 
next to your skin. It will only absorb 
and hold the moisture that your body 
produces. I generally buy this layer 
online. CampMor (campmor.com ) or 
REI (www.rei.com ) always have gear 
on sale. Local outdoor stores like 
Dick's, Bass Pro Shops also stock 
plenty of this gear. 

Continued > > > 

Page: 6 



The insulating layer — traps warm air 
next to you body. This layer should be 
wool or fleece. I use a variety of insu-
lating layers based on the outside tem-
perature and the duration of my ride. 
100 weight (lightweight) fleece is for 
shorter or warmer rides and for colder 
trips I switch to 200 weight (mid-
weight) fleece. There's also heavy-
weight or expedition weight fleece, 300 
weight, but I've never felt the need to 
try the heavier material. I keep a num-
ber of jackets, vests and pants in my 
closet and use them for all sorts of win-
ter activities. 

I will pack extra winter clothing when-
ever I ride. You never know, it may get 
colder or your riding partner might not 
be as prepared as you. Conversely, I 
like to keep some space open in my 
panniers, so if it gets warmer I can strip 
off a layer and have someplace to 
store what I've shed. Most of my riding 
gear also has zip-in liners. On super 
cold days and/or long rides I'll use both 
the zip in liners and the fleece as two 
insulating layers. Remember part of 
staying warm is about creating layers 
of air that will help insulate you, too. 
Between each layer of clothing is a 
layer of air. Although it can get bulky, 
that's the trade off for some extra 
warmth. 

There are some new materials on the 
market that are nice to have as well. 
Some fleece being sold today has a 
windproof layer. That can be a big plus 
on a blustery day. I also have gloves 
and a jacket with this wind blocking 
material and they're fantastic. In my 
opinion the biggest thing since Gore-
Tex is here. It's called Outlast and it's 
truly a modern miracle. At the core of 
the technology is the phase changing 
material that helps to regulate your 
body temperature. Read more about it 
at (www.outlast.com ). 

The weatherproof layer — keeps the 
weather out, specifically wind and wa-
ter. Gore-Tex or other similar material 
is the most desirable. Breathable 
enough to let your accumulated mois- 

ture escape, but with a pore size that 
prevents outside moisture coming in. 
This is the layer that most of us see. 
Be careful and remember it's better 
to feel good than look good. Of the 
three layers this one is the one that 
should be motorcycle specific. Not 
only should it be weatherproof, but it 
should have the two characteristics 
required in protective clothing, abra-
sion resistance and body amour. In 
my opinion, this is the hardest layer 
to buy. 

There are a lot of choices, but from 
my point of view nothing that offers 
everything that I want, so good luck 
shopping. Did I mention that one of 
my pet peeves is most stores that 
sell motorcycle clothing either don't 
stock all styles or don't stock all of 
the sizes. They do however don't 
hesitate to charge you a restocking 
fee if what you order doesn't fit. Go 
figure?! 

Generating body heat — I can't say 
enough about the benefits of heated 
clothing. I carry an electric vest all 
year long. It packs small, but carries 
a big punch. On cold days, I always 
wear it. For longer rides I will add 
electric arm chaps and occasionally 
even electric gloves. The gloves that 
I have are very bulky so I rarely use 
them. If I were to buy another set, I'd 
try the thinner electric glove liners 
marketed by Gerbing (gerbing.com ) 
and then use them with my regular 
gloves. Other electric accessories, 
like leg chaps and socks, can also be 
found. Rather than heated chaps, 
some manufacturers have pant lin-
ers. 

There are two major heated clothing 
manufacturers. Widder (widder.com ) 
and Gerbing. I have the Widder vest, 
primarily because they offer a 20% 
discount to MSF instructors. Did 
someone say cheap b*st*rd? Which-
ever one you buy make sure you get 
a thermostat —the old on/off set up is 
not very comfortable. Just like at 

home, with the thermostat you just 
dial in a temperature and you get just 
the warmth you need, not too much 
or too little. 

Some folks also like the chemical 
hand warmers (www.warmers.com ) 
as an alternative. I think they're fine 
for a heat boost, but I wouldn't rec-
ommend them for a long ride. The 
web site does offer a few good ideas. 
I think I'll order the sleeping bag 
warmer. My toes are cozier just 
thinking about it. Who knows it might 
get me back into winter camping. 

Another hint is to get fully dressed 
indoors. Before you leave for the 
ride and whenever you stop; whether 
you take a break or gas up, it will 
help you raise your core temperature 
and prevent you from having to re-
cover lost body heat. I used to head 
back out with the coat unzipped, no 
hat or gloves; because I thought it 
looked cooler. Now I'm old enough 
where I don't care about cool, I care 
about being warm. 

Odds and ends — There are some 
other things to mention that are nec-
essary for a successful and comfort-
able winter ride. Don't forget to pro-
tect your head, hands and feet. 

Wear a full face helmet. It serves as 
both your insulating layer and your 
weatherproof layer. You can't beat 
the protection it offers. Add a bala-
clava or at least a neck gaiter and 
you'll be toasty from the neck up. 
The last two items are now being 
sold with windblocking fabrics, so try 
to purchase them for extra protection 
from the elements. We lose around 
30% of our body heat from our head 
and neck, so if you keep your noggin 
covered, you'll feel much better. 

Face shield fogging can be an issue, 
but there are solutions. Keeping your 
shield clean is a step in the right di-
rection. You can add breath shields 

Continued > > > 
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or an anti fog layer to existing face 
shield. There's a new product on the 
market that promises to be a great so-
lution. Check it out at 
(www. pinlockusa.com ). 

Wear winter gloves. Remember that 
layers work here too. Silk or synthetic 
glove liners are a must for really cold 
and or long rides. You can find them at 
any outdoor store. A good winter glove 
will have both insulating and weather-
proof layers. I'm getting ready to buy a 
new pair Held (http://www.held-
usa.com ) Narvik or Hawk Gore-Tex 
gloves to replace the Cycloak ones 
that I've had for four winters. The old 
gloves are getting thread bare on the 
thumbs. 

A good pair of boots not only offers 
protection but will also help keep your 
toes warm. Layering works here again. 
Silk or synthetic boot liners can be cou-
pled with a wool or fleece sock. I'm a 
big "smart wool" fan (smartwool.com ), 
but on long cold rides I'll wear my fa-
vorite fleece socks. 

One important fact that some of us 
overlook is to avoid over packing your 
boot. It's better to leave a layer off so 
you can wiggle your toes. By leaving 
enough room in your boot, you'll insure 
that blood can freely circulate in your 
foot. 

Finally you should eliminate places 
where the cold air can enter your cloth-
ing. Some riders cover up openings 
with duct tape, but that's pretty old 
school. Most of us with modern cloth-
ing just need to make sure that our 
zippers are zipped and our velcro is 
secured. 

Riding Tips — Now that we've pre-
pared our bikes and our bodies for the 
cold we need to review a few ideas 
about tiding techniques. First and fore-
most - don't panic. Easier said than 
done, but you've got to relax the white 
knuckle grip to enjoy the ride. 

Riding on snow requires that you slow 
down, act in very smooth movements, 

and allow plenty of time and distance 
to stop. All of the control inputs that 
you make with your brakes, clutch, 
steering and throttle, should be 
small, steady and precise. 

Try to make sure that no one is fol-
lowing too closely. Falling down at 
low speed on a slick surface proba-
bly won't hurt you (snow is a good 
cushion and the gear that keeps you 
warm will help keep you safe), but if 
the car behind you can't stop or 
doesn't know how to, it can get 
nasty. Last winter I took a spill on a 
busy two lane road and the scariest 
part of the fall was watching the cars 
whiz by me, mere inches from my 
rolling body. 

Don't expect drivers to understand 
that two wheels handle differently 
than four wheels. Don't let an ag-
gressive driver force you to ride out-
side of your comfort zone. Remem-
ber you can always pull over, change 
lanes or stop for a rest. Falling snow 
will make you harder to see and 
cagers will be even more likely to cut 
you off, turn in front of you, and stop 
without any warning. 

The other hazard of cold weather is 
ice. If you think there may be a patch 
of ice ahead, act like there is. Keep 
the bike slow, straight and steady, 
and minimize your control inputs —
throttle, brake, clutch, lean. A good 
technique is to squeeze the clutch 
and coast across the ice. That will 
keep you from applying either too 
much or too little power to the rear 
wheel. Don't make any sudden 
changes and you'll be fine. 

Beware of bridges — ice will form 
there long before it will on surface 
roads. Watch for shady areas, the 
sun may never warm some of the 
asphalt and black ice may be lurking 
there. Also remember that the wind 
will lower temperatures and hasten 
the formation of ice. 

Another thing to look for is the sand, 

salt or gravel that can pile up in cor-
ners or on the centerline. Those piles 
of traction reducers are a danger all 
year long, so don't overlook them 
now. 

Before you ride make sure to check 
the weather and road conditions. 
Check more than one station and 
then plan accordingly. 

When you're bundled up, you may 
not be able to turn your head as 
much, so turn your body and your 
head when you need to check for 
traffic behind you. 

My Challenge To You - Ride with 
me one day this winter. I'll try to lead 
a ride once a month. Rides will start 
around 10 and finish by 3. Count on 
a few stops with one for good lunch. 
It will probably work out to spending 
half the time riding and the rest 
warming, eating and chatting. 

Bonus — If you haven't looked at 
these videos, take a gander. They 
really give a feel for what it's like to 
ride a bike. They're a great way to 
show a friend or loved one who 
doesn't ride, why you love it so 
much. 
http://media.putfile.com/Ridinci-the-
Dragon-part-one   

http://media.putfile.com/Ridinci-the-
Dragon-Part-Two   

Ar,„, Eno 

NOTICE! 
General meetings are al-
ways the 1st Tuesday of 
the month at 7:30pm. 

Board Meetings are always 
two Monday's after the 
General Meeting at 
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Telephone: (847) 229-9338 
Fax: (847) 465-1180 

Bryant Schroeder 

Amiz.,,,adZr-Cs•Cr9:74:g- 
PERFORMANCE 

Snowmobiles • Motorcross • Personal Watercraft • AN 
Harley-Davidson 

High Performance Engines • Dyno Testing 

Scalzitti Financial Servi es 
Taxes. Financial Planning 

\Ale're a family bTE:iness and have been doing taxes since 1968 

Larry 	,,,,,,,, 

13u v 	ip .... 

347-253-7:316 

8313 N Fernandez Ave 

Arlington 17.11. , IL. 60004 

ROARin With Laughter 

A man is stranded on a deserted is-
land. One day, out of the surf comes 
this gorgeous blonde woman, wearing 
a wet suit and scuba gear. She comes 
up to the guy and she says, "How long 
has it been since you've had a ciga-
rette?" "Ten years!" he says. 

She reaches over, unzips a waterproof 
pocket on her left sleeve and pulls out 
a pack of fresh cigarettes. 

Then she asks, "How long has it been 
since you've had a drink of whiskey?" 
He replies, "Ten years!" 

She reaches over, unzips her water-
proof pocket on the right, pulls out a 
flask and gives it to him. 

Then she starts unzipping the long zip-
per that runs down the front of her wet 
suit and she says to him, "And how 
long has it been since you've had 
some REAL fun?" 

And the man replies, "My God! Don't 
tell me you've got a motorcycle in 
there!" 	

End 

 

Extend Your Systems L .  

 

Speed up your PC! 

PC Tune-Up 
$79 	The Internet Gwo 

We're fellow Top Cats! 
	 www.lnetGuys.com  

847-456-7897 

Are Viruses, Pop-ups & Spam 
Wreaking Havoc On Your System? 
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Ran& S. aun "On the . 
for all your 

insurance needs." 

2 P 2:5 Meacham Rd. 
l'aiminc, Illinois 60067 

Our preferred clients are Business owners, Executives and 
Motorcyclists who know we'd rather work for a client than 
search for one. That's why our clients so often recommend us 
to others. Ask around. Ask an RB Target client about the RB 
Target Insurance Agency. 

Satisfied client 
referrals have been 

building our 
business for over 

23 years! 

WO) 
Web St 

el Web Site t-losting 

Custorn Software 

224-62T-91 37 
markgmbholtercom 

htipliwww,mbheller,com 

Insurance Agency, Inc. 

Phone 847.925.9900 
l'ax 847.925.9901 

CHEC1 OUT OUR NEWQUM' sroRE, 
TOPC4TS MEMBERS USE DErcouror CODE Del 

IF#79JANDISCYGLILCIllit 

THE NEW AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE 

RANDY' ' CYCLE 
THE 2006 VICTORY VEGAS JACKPOT 

11,17-6694156 HUNT LEY, ILLINOIS 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 
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Climate controlled, safe,secured and monitored 

Fully enclosed steel & concrete construction 

No Public access to your possessions 

Complete pest-control protection 

815-444-9400 

6215 Factory Rd., 
Crystal Lake 

HARLEY-OAVIOSON  

Aik  1E Fr. I GAS 
Ar--moOPEN ROA ia  

07"'"'WEI66 
MM. 

IS M7 CV 	tr: tr.7 ft, 	• 

FIC)SS SCHLIIESEVIANIN 
WNEF? 

IALIZING IN AMERICAN! MADE mcrtrantcvcuEs 
1975 a. Rand FIcsacil Arlington Heights , IL 60004 

Phicorm: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
arntericatoope ,nrceact_ccom www-arnericacIpenrciaci..cc)m 

George's Lake County 
Heating & Air conditioning 

Sales—Service—Installation—All Makes 
Residential / Commercial 

Air Conditioning—Heating 
Humidification—Sheet Metal 

(847) 726-7843 
(847) 533-5236 
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AVIDSON 
OC) N. AN ID [ROA° 

PALATINE, IL. 60074 
847-358-2112 

FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSFD 
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Meetings•Special Events 	Event 

Cale 
200512006 Activities 

MeetinglEvent Location 	Time 	Leader 

Monday, December 19, 2005 	Board Meeting 	Dukes 	Wauconda 	7:30pm 	Jim Heniff  
Tuesday, January 03, 2006 	General Meeting 	Durty Nellies 	Palatine 	7:30pm 	TBD  
Monday, January 16, 2006 	Board Meeting 	Dukes 	Wauconda 	7:30pm 	TBD  
Saturday, February 04, 2006 	Annual Banquet 	Milrose Brewery 	Barrington 	6:00pm 	Mark Sullivan 
Tuesday, February 07, 2006 	General Meeting 	Durty Nellies 	Palatine 	7:30pm 	TBD  

Do  Tuesday, February 21, 2006 	Board Meeting 	Dukes 	Wauconda 	7:30pm 	TBD  
0 
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Top Cats—Illinois 

PO Box 1201 

Barrington, IL. 60011-1201 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
105 Cherokee Rd. 
Algonquin IL 60102 
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